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General Information: 
 
Title: Spotting Mars with Faulkes Telescope 
 
Short description: Students incorporate Faulkes Telescope to spot Mars 
 
Keywords: Las Cumbres Observatory, Faulkes telescope, Mars 
 
 
Educational Context: 
 
Students learn about Las Cumbres Observatory (LCO) observation portal, how to set up an 
account, Faulkes Telescope and how it can spot objects in space, request an observation, see 
images of previously requested objects. 
 
Ages: 13-14. 
 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Duratin: 3 hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Having the power of 25 telescopes around the world at one’s disposal! 

 
 
 
Images of Mars with Faulkes telescope: 
 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

Using Faulkes telescope to see objects in space.  Pupils work and read unit 12 in their books 
and do exercises.  There are many objects that we can request an image for using the 
observation portal, but the pupils have decided on Mars.  In this activity you are trying to 
request an image from Mars, the Red Planet, using queue-scheduled mode but how should 
you set the configuration, target, constraint, and window?   



 
Planning and setting the telescope: Pupils sign up for an account and try to request an image.  
It is challenging because they are learning this for the first time.   

Familiarizing and Planning: You need to familiarize yourself with the observation portal, 
look at previous requests and think about an object that you want an image of.    

 
Conclusion and evaluation: 
Think about the possibilities that this telescope can do.  Did you find previous images 
interesting?  What images would you like to have? 
 
Evaluation and reflection: 
How useful is this telescope in helping you see objects in space?  What are the challenges in 
using this portal?  What can you do to make requesting an image more successful? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: 
Las Cumbres Observatory  https://observe.lco.global/accounts/login?next=%2Fcreate 
 
More! 4 Student’s Book https://www.helbling.com/at/de/product/more-4-enriched-course-
students-book-e-book-399045972 
 
More! 4 Worbook  https://www.helbling.com/at/de/product/more-4-enriched-course-
workbook-mit-e-book-399045975 
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